Adapted from St George’s Hospital Suction policy Clin 4.7v2
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Assess Competency According to WASP Framework 
Perform oral suction (yankaeur) 
	

	
	

	
	

	
Competency Standard Statement
	
The practitioner will be able to demonstrate knowledge and skills in performing oral suction to maximise patient safety.


	
Rationale
	
To fulfil the requirements for safe and accountable practice in accordance with Trust Policy, 




	W
	WITNESSED
	
Observe or witness the competency – it is considered good practice that the HCP will have had the opportunity to observe the procedure prior to being supervised.

	
A
	ASSIMILATED
	Understands the underpinning knowledge associated with each element of the competency 
1 = DEMONSTRATES FUNDAMENTAL KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
2 = DEMONSTRATES BROAD KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
3 = DEMONSTRATES IN DEPTH KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

	
S
	SUPERVISED
	
Practice under supervision to demonstrate understanding: score as follows:
1 = NEEDS FURTHER PRACTICE
2 = SHOWS APTITUDE
3 = DEMONSRATES SKILLED AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

	P
	PROFICIENT
	Competent in both knowledge and skill elements of this Competency.



	
ELEMENT
	
RATIONALE
	
W
	
A(Score)
	
S (Score)
	
P

	Check care plan in patients records
	To ensure patient safety by determining that no changes have been made 

	

	

	

	


	Explain the procedure to the patient  
	To obtain a patients informed consent 
	
	
	
	

	
Wash hands with bactericidal soap and water and put on a disposable plastic apron and gloves


	To minimise the risk of cross infection
	
	
	
	

	Select the correct  catheter/Yankauer
	To minimize trauma
	
	
	
	

	Ensure that the suction pressure is set to appropriate level and turn on suction  machine
	To minimise trauma
	
	
	
	

	Occlude the end of the bubble tubing
 Suction pressures should be no greater than 
 37.5 – 75 mm Hg
 5 – 10 kPa.for oral suction

	To ensure adequate suction is present
	
	
	
	

	Attach the yankauer sucker to the tubing 
	To prepare to perform the task
	
	
	
	

	Gently Insert the yankauer no further than the back of the patients teeth
	To ensure that a gag reflex is not stimulated which may cause vomiting and aspiration 
	
	
	
	

	Occlude the hole on the yankauer  if present
	To apply  negative pressure 
	
	
	
	


	Gently remove oral secretions present
	To clear  secretions
	
	
	
	


	Repeat as required
	To ensure patient’s comfort 
	
	
	
	

	Inform patient that procedure is complete
	To provide patient reassurance 
	
	
	
	

	Rinse yankauer and tubing with water. dispose of Yankauer sucker and tubing following local guidelines 
(usually every 24 hours )
	To remove secretions and adhere to infection prevention and control guidelines
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	No 

	Staff Member/Preceptee (Print Name)/Date


	 (Signature)

	

	Assessor/Preceptor (Print Name)/Date
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	Assessor/Preceptor (Signature)


	

	For annual review
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