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Assess Competency According to WASP Framework 
Pulse Oximetry 
	

	
	

	
	

	
Competency Standard Statement
	
The practitioner will be able to demonstrate knowledge and skills in monitoring pulse oximetry to maximise patient safety.


	
Rationale
	
To fulfil the requirements for safe and accountable practice in accordance with Trust Policy, 




	W
	WITNESSED
	
Observe or witness the competency – it is considered good practice that the HCP will have had the opportunity to observe the procedure prior to being supervised.

	
A
	ASSIMILATED
	Understands the underpinning knowledge associated with each element of the competency 
1 = DEMONSTRATES FUNDAMENTAL KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
2 = DEMONSTRATES BROAD KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
3 = DEMONSTRATES IN DEPTH KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

	
S
	SUPERVISED
	
Practice under supervision to demonstrate understanding: score as follows:
1 = NEEDS FURTHER PRACTICE
2 = SHOWS APTITUDE
3 = DEMONSRATES SKILLED AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

	P
	PROFICIENT
	Competent in both knowledge and skill elements of this Competency.



	
ELEMENT

	
RATIONALE
	
W
	
A(Score)
	
S (Score)
	
P

	Explain the procedure to the patient  
	To ensure the patient’s understanding of the procedure and to obtain informed consent
	

	

	

	


	Ask the patient to remain as still as possible during the procedure
	Movement may affect the accuracy of the measurement
	
	
	
	

	Determine the site to be used to perform pulse oximetry .The site should have a good blood supply determined by checking it is warm and pink .Nail varnish should be removed 
	To ensure that the sensor will get strong enough signals to produce a result
	
	
	
	

	Position the sensor but do not secure it with tape unless specifically recommended by the manufacturer. If the pulse oximetry is continuous the probe site should be changed at least every 4 hours 
	If the probe is too tight or not rotated it may cause a pressure ulcer
	
	
	
	

	Turn the pulse oximeter on and if using continuously set the alarm parameters specific to the patient
	To ensure patient safety
	
	
	
	

	Check that the patient’s pulse corresponds with the reading on the pulse oximeter
	Any large differences may mean that the device is not measuring accurately
	
	
	
	

	If oxygen saturations are low take appropriate action as per care plan 
	To ensure patient safety
	
	
	
	

	 Document the results 
	To maintain accurate record keeping  
	
	
	
	

	Wash hands using soap and water
	To reduce the risk of cross infection
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