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Assess Competency According to WASP Framework 
Application of a transdermal patch 
	

	
	

	
	

	
Competency Standard Statement
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]The practitioner will be able to demonstrate knowledge and skills in the application of a transdermal patch to maximise patient safety.


	
Rationale
	
To fulfil the requirements for safe and accountable practice in accordance with Trust Policy, 




	W
	WITNESSED
	
Observe or witness the competency – it is considered good practice that the HCP will have had the opportunity to observe the procedure prior to being supervised.

	
A
	ASSIMILATED
	Understands the underpinning knowledge associated with each element of the competency 
1 = DEMONSTRATES FUNDAMENTAL KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
2 = DEMONSTRATES BROAD KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
3 = DEMONSTRATES IN DEPTH KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

	
S
	SUPERVISED
	
Practice under supervision to demonstrate understanding: score as follows:
1 = NEEDS FURTHER PRACTICE
2 = SHOWS APTITUDE
3 = DEMONSRATES SKILLED AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

	P
	PROFICIENT
	Competent in both knowledge and skill elements of this Competency.


	
ELEMENT

	
RATIONALE
	
W
	
A(Score)
	
S (Score)
	
P

	Check the patient’s  care plan 
	To ensure that changes have not been made
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the patients knowledge of the medication to be given and if unclear offer this information
	A patient has a right to information about treatment and to gain informed consent
	
	
	
	

	Before administering any prescribed drug look at the patient’s prescription chart and check the following:
The correct patient
Drug 
Dose 
Date and Time of required administration
Route and method of administration
Validity of prescription 
Signature of prescriber
The prescription is legible

	To prevent errors from occurring



	
	
	
	

	Collect necessary equipment
	To ensure all equipment is available before commencing the procedure
	
	
	
	

	Wash with soap and warm water or use alcohol hand rub
	To reduce risk of cross infection
	
	
	
	

	Ensure medication has not already been given, is due and that there are no discrepancies with previous administration. 

Consult registered staff if any discrepancies are found.
	To ensure patient receives correct medication at correct time.


	
	
	
	

	Select the required medication and check:
Quality of product (including storage)
Label for drug name & strength
Expiry date (including individual packets)
Count the number of patches present and document on stock sheet report any discrepancies to  employer
	Drugs which have not been stored correctly or have passed their expiry date may no longer be effective

To ensure all stock is accounted for 
	
	
	
	

	Expose area where patch is to be applied and ensure there are no breaks in the skin, and the area is clean and dry. Ensure that sites are rotated 
Write the date on the patch 
	To ensure patch adheres correctly and is absorbed at the correct rate.
	
	
	
	


	Replace patients clothing and ensure patient is comfortable

	To maintain dignity
	
	
	
	


	Record administration on the drug chart and in the Care plan and also document any refusal or delay in administering the medication

	To meet legal and professional standards of record keeping. 


	
	
	
	

	The registered nurse  should be informed of any reported side effects or omissions as soon as possible
	To ensure the consequences can be fully assessed and the Dr informed if necessary.
	
	
	
	

	Application of a transdermal patch
Competency achieved 
	Yes 
	No 

	Staff Member/Preceptee (Print Name)/Date


	 (Signature)

	

	Assessor/Preceptor (Print Name)/Date

NMC Number

	Assessor/Preceptor (Signature)


	

	For annual review
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