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Changes to Apprenticeship Certification England 

Briefing UPDATED January 20th 2012

This updates the information posted earlier in January 2012
From 19th January 2012, a new certification service will be run by the Certifying Authority for England and will be known as Apprenticeship Certificates England (ACE). The Alliance of Sector Skills Councils is the Certifying Authority for England. 

Apprentices or learning providers or employers who act on their behalf, will be able to request Apprenticeship certificates using the ACE online system.
Skills for Health will be moving over to ACE during the week commencing 16th January and will be issuing certificates via the new system from 25th January. Skills for Care and Development will be issuing certificates from 10th February. From 10th February all certification requests for the Adult Social Care pathway within the Health and Social Care Apprenticeship via ACE and enquiries for social care apprentices will be dealt with by Skills for Care and Development. Further details can be found at http://www.skillsforcare.org.uk/home/home.aspx
The system will be officially launched on Wednesday 25 January 2012 by John Hayes MP, Minister of State for Further Education, Skills and Lifelong Learning

The official URL for ACE will be www.apprenticeships.org.uk/certificates however this will not be live until 25 January so you can visit www.acecerts.co.uk in the meantime which will take you to the ACE home page

Registering Centres

Learning providers, training providers, employers and other centres will need to register on the system via an online registration form; this can be done by going to www.acecerts.co.uk/index.php/register_centre and completing the information and contact details. 

For Providers of any Skills for Health issued Frameworks or the health pathway in the Health and Social Care Diploma:

Skills for Health will begin issuing certificates via ACE from 19th January but will continue to issue certificates against claims submitted on the current paper based system until 31st March 2012. Certificates issued against the old system will include a letter advising providers to submit future claims via ACE

Only claims submitted via ACE will be issued with the new Apprenticeship certificates advised in the November briefing. All claims for Apprentices who completed between 13th April 2011 and 31st March 2012 on the paper claim system will be issued with the interim certificate brought in from April 2011. Any Apprentice who completed the framework before April 13th 2011 will be issued with the Blueprint certificate. Fees for certification will vary depending on when the Apprentice completed the framework and the way the claim is submitted:

Apprentices who completed on or before 12th April 2011 - £30

Apprenticeship certification claims submitted via the paper based system until 31st March 2012 - £25

Apprenticeship certification claims submitted via ACE - £22 
Payment for certificates is also changing. Payment for Skills for Health issued certificates made via ACE will now be made either by BACS or Cheque:
Account Name:             Skills For Health (UK) Limited

Sort Code:                    40-14-13

Account Number:          22539721

Payments by cheque should be made to Skills for Health UK Ltd and sent to:

Apprenticeship Certification

Finance Department

Skills for Health

1st Floor

Goldsmiths House

Broad Plain

Bristol BS2 0JP
Certificates will only be issued once payment is received and clears.

If you have any queries on payments for certification via ACE you should contact apprenticeshipsfinance@skillsforhealth.org.uk  









